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CLAIMS 

1 . A system for gathering information from information sources connected to a 
network by using speech commands indicating specific actions to be performed, said 
system comprising: 

a voice enabled device employed by users to communicate speech commands 
indicating specific actions to be performed; 

said speech commands comprising information requests selectable by the user; 

a database operatively connected with a computer said database containing stored 
digital-form commands for operating said system; 

a speaker-independent speech recognition device for receiving from users said 
speech commands indicating specific actions to be performed, said speaker-independent 
speech recognition device configured to convert said speech commands to data messages; - 

a computer operatively connected with said database and said speech recognition 
device and configured to match said data messages with said stored digital-form com- 
mands and configured to carry out the specific actions indicated by said speech com- 
mands; 

said computer further configured to search information sources connected to a 
network to gather information from said information sources connected to said network in 
response to said information requests. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein said network is the Internet. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein said information sources are web sites. 

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the said voice enabled device is a standard 
telephone, an IP telephone, a cellular phone, a PDA, a personal computer, a DVD player, 
a television or other video display device, a CD player, a MP3 player, or any other device 
capable of audio playing an audio signal. 
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5. The system of claim 1 wherein said speaker-independent speech recogni- 
tion device analyzes phonemes to recognize said speech commands. 

6. The system of claim 1 wherein said speaker-independent speech recogni- 
tion device recognizes naturally spoken speech commands. 

7. The system of claim 1 wherein said database contains a stored list of said 
information sources connected to said network. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein said computer is further configured to peri- 
odically search said information sources contained in said stored list and also configured 
to assign ranks to said information sources to reflect the results of said periodic search. 

9. The system of claim 7 wherein said computer is further configured to peri- 
odically search said network to identify new information sources and to add said new 
information sources to said stored list. 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein said computer is further configured to peri- 
odically search said information sources contained in said stored list and also configured 
to assign ranks to said information sources to reflect the results of said periodic search. 

1 1 . The system of claim 8 wherein said ranks are established or modified 
based upon utility considerations of said information sources. 

12. The system of claim 1 1 wherein said utility considerations comprise one or 
more of the following list: functionality of said information sources, speed of said 
information sources, or changes to said information sources that lower its utility for a 
specific information request. 

13. The system in claim 8 wherein said computer searches said information 
sources with the highest rank in order to retrieve said information requested by said user. 

14. The system of claim 1 wherein said information gathered by said system 
from said information sources in response to said information requests is stored by said 
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database and processed by said computer into a message, said system further configured 
to transmit said message to said voice enabled device or such other destination as desig- 
nated by said user. 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein said message is an audio message. 

16. The system of claim 15 further comprising a speech synthesis engine con- 
figured to create said audio message. 

17. The system of claim 15 further comprising a pre-recorded audio concate- 
nation application configured to create said audio message. 
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